Eye on Ebay
The Games People Played
By Doug Hopkinson
Once again we return to the collector’s paradise that is Ebay. This time I thought we’d look at some
vintage board games that were developed with old time radio personalities, shows or characters as their
main focus. It is surprising how many of these games there were. It is even more surprising how many
survived the years and the prices they are commanding today in a world where board games are
considered to be, well, boring.

Let’s take a look at the first candidate
for your consideration. This is a
vintage game from Parker Brothers.
It’s called Tell it to the Judge. The box
says Eddie Cantor’s new game.
Beyond being a vehicle to sell the
game, Eddie has nothing to do with
it. If you think the picture on the box
is scary, check out the game board.

Now that’s downright creepy but ninety-nine cents isn’t a bad price for a nice Eddie Cantor collectible.
The next game is based on a comic strip that became a radio show. The Gumps ran from 1934-1937 and
was first broadcast on WGN Chicago. Agnes Moorehead was in it. This is a 1938 Milton Bradley game. Is
it worth $200.00? Only if someone is willing to pay it.

Next up, the always and ever-popular, Lone Ranger. He made all sorts of people wealthy. At $49.95 this
1938 Parker Brothers game won’t make the seller rich but it’s better than nothing.

This next game is interesting. It’s “Kate Smith’s own game, AMERICA”. Made in 1944 by Toy Creations,
nothing says patriotic like Kate Smith’s America. Own it for $125.00, then sing about it. It even comes
with a color photo of Kate. That’s what I’m talkin’ about!

Moving on, we come to another
beloved Western star, Hopalong
Cassidy and his Lasso game.
Produced in 1950 by
Transogram this game featured
a 7-1/2” tall plastic Hoppy on his
horse Topper. You stand them
up in the center of the game
board and players take turns
tossing little lasso shaped ropes
at them. For just $160.00 you
could re-live your little buckaroo
childhood.

Up next we have a game based on the books and one of radio show collectors most sought after
program, Og, Son of Fire. Produced by Whitman in the 1930’s this game will set you back in time and
also in your bank account. Do the transcription discs of Og really exist or are they just a myth? We may
never know the truth but the game is right here. Buy it now! You can’t afford not to.

Lastly, we have a game based on the long running radio program Vox Pop. For $50.00 you can own a
game that has questions you’ll need a research team to answer. If you’re in the market for this particular
game, shop around. This author bought one for $7.00 last year.

There are many, many more radio related board games out there. Do your own searching on Ebay and
you’ll see.

